
Jake Macapagal isn’t just any actor. He is an artist of exceptional creativity and 
uniqueness, with a larger-than-life presence that is irresistible. 

A veteran professional with over 35 years of experience, Jake combines honed-in talent, multi-
layered character versatility, and a striking panache that ignites 
his performances. It is through these professional attributes 
that enabled Jake to take the Philippine theater stage by storm, 
followed by an illustrious career in film and television. With his 
accomplishments, it’s no wonder Jake Macapagal has become one 
of the world’s most sought-after actors.

Jake was born and raised in the Philippines, 
which has also been the longtime proving ground for his craft. 
It was at the Metropolitan Theater of Manila where he was the 
understudy of the part of “Rum Tum Tugger’’ in the world-famous 

musical Cats. At only the age of 16, Jake would be the ensemble production’s youngest cast 
member. This experience was where he found his true calling in life, as he would spend years 
rigorously studying and improving his acting enterprise (a practice he continues to this day). In the 
decades that followed, Jake appeared in Philippine productions of such internationally-beloved 
musicals as Les Miserables, West Side Story, and Rent, where he would receive critical acclaim for 
his performances.

Following his theater tenure, Jake would embark on a new career chapter 
in the Philippine cinema. Through the 2000s into the early 2010s, Jake would act in a string of 
Filipino films, including Sinungaling Na Bawan, Shackled, and Aswang. But, it would not be until 
2013 when Jake landed the starring role in the critically-acclaimed British-Filipino dramatic 
thriller Metro Manila, directed by British filmmaker Sean Ellis. Metro Manila was lauded by critics 
worldwide and won awards in various prestigious film festivals, among them the World Cinema 
– Dramatic in the 2013 Sundance Film Festival, and the winner of Best British Independent 
Film for the 2013 British Independent Film Awards. Jake himself was nominated “Most Promising 
Newcomer” at the British Independent Film Awards that same year. This monumental event was 
the springboard that would cement Jake as an actor of great artistic potential.

After the success of Metro Manila, Jake would continue making strong performances in such 
notable Filipino films as Watch List, The Monsters Without, and Rabid, as well as having guest 
appearances in popular international television programs as HBO Asia’s Halfworlds. In all of 
these projects, Jake displays his chameleon-like gift of convincingly portraying characters of 
different walks of life, with varying degrees of sensitivity and intensity. In his latest project, No 
Escape on Paramount Plus, Jake tackles his deepest, most complex character yet. 	
Jake Macapagal is one of the most promising and memorable actors to ever burst upon the 
international scene. He is one of many in the current burgeoning wave of up-and-coming Filipino 
artists that are greatly impacting the entertainment industry as a whole. Whether he’s on stage, 
television, or film, Jake Macapagal’s power as an actor will win more than just your attention. He 
will capture your hearts and minds as well.
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Veteran Filipino actor Jake 
Macapagal stars in new 
Hollywood series ‘No Escape’
Yong Chavez | TFC News Hollywood
Published August 30, 2023 11:32 PM

Based on the novel “The Blue” which was partly set in the Philippines, “No Escape” is a fast-paced 
mystery-thriller about travelers on a yacht whose blissful lives turn into a nightmare when one of them 
disappears. 

Macapagal describes the new acting opportunity as a dream, adding that he was the happiest person 
on the set.

“If you’ve been deprived for years, you visualize yourself to be on an international set with an 
international cast,” he said. “With diverse people in the community working together to create a TV 
series or film, it was surreal.”

https://news.abs-cbn.com/entertainment/08/31/23/it-was-a-dream-jake-macapagal-stars-in-no-escape-series
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Introducing Jake Macapagal: 
Rising Filipino Star Making Waves 
in International Entertainment
By Jade  
Published on 09/12/2023

Renowned British Independent Film Award-nominee Jake Macapagal has emerged as a celebrated 

figure in the entertainment world, captivating audiences with his innate talent and unwavering 

commitment to his craft. With a remarkable career spanning over 35 years across theater and 

cinema, Jake has established himself as an actor capable of infusing depth and complexity into 

every character he embodies. His recent co-starring role in the Paramount+ thriller series “No 

Escape” serves as a testament to his exceptional prowess and has already garnered acclaim in 

various countries.

In a candid conversation with StarCentral Magazine, Jake shared insights into his remarkable 

journey through the entertainment industry.

https://starcentralmagazine.com/actors-2/2023/09/12/jake-macapagal/
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Is Bollywood next stop for critically acclaimed 
‘Metro Manila’ star Jake Macapagal

BY AMIT SARWAL
Metro Manila a critically acclaimed film earned him a nomination for ‘Most Promising 
Newcomer’ at the BIFA Awards.

Jake has seen his share of struggle and demotivating criticism in his three decades of journey in 
the entertainment industry.

In 2010, Jake attended an eight-week acting course in Australia. He was told by an acting teacher 
that he is not going to make it in the industry as people are not going to cast him in any roles.

He adds:

Metro Manila is considered one of Jake’s standout performances. This critically acclaimed film 
earned him a nomination for ‘Most Promising Newcomer’ at the BIFA Awards.

https://www.theaustraliatoday.com.au/is-bollywood-next-stop-for-critically-acclaimed-metro-manila-star-jake-macapagal/

“Discrimination was ingrained in the encounter, occurring 13 years ago, when the teacher made   	
assumptions about my aspirations and background as an actor without any knowledge.”

https://www.theaustraliatoday.com.au/is-bollywood-next-stop-for-critically-acclaimed-metro-manila-star-jake-macapagal/


Veteran Actor Jake Macapagal On The 
Five Things You Need To Shine In The 
Entertainment Industry
An Interview With Elana Cohen

Published in Authority Magazine · Jul 21, 2023

As a part of our series about pop culture’s rising stars, we had the distinct pleasure of interviewing  
Jake Macapagal.

Jake Macapagal is a highly sought-after Filipino actor who has made a name for himself in the 
entertainment industry with his natural talent and dedication to his craft. With over 35 years of experience 
on stage and screen, Jake has become known for his ability to bring depth and nuance to every role he takes 
on. His new co-starring role in the Paramount+ thriller series “No Escape”, is no exception, having already 
captured audiences in the UK, Canada, and Ireland where it premiered last month, and is set to premiere 
in Australia on July 9th, followed by the US, Latin America, Brazil, Italy, Germany, Switzerland, Austria, and 
South Korea soon after. One of Jake’s most notable standout performances was in the critically acclaimed 
film, METRO MANILA, which garnered international recognition and earned him a nomination for “Most 
Promising Newcomer” at the BIFA Awards. 
https://medium.com/authority-magazine/rising-star-jake-macapagal-on-the-five-things-you-need-to-shine-in-the-entertainment-industry-2d319b8cb784

https://medium.com/authority-magazine/rising-star-jake-macapagal-on-the-five-things-you-need-to-shine-in-the-entertainment-industry-2d319b8cb784


TALENTED, PASSIONATE AND GRATEFUL

Jake Macapagal has made a name for himself in the entertainment industry with his natural 

talent and dedication to his craft.

With over 35 years of experience on stage and screen, Romano “Jake” Macapagal has entertained 

millions with profoundly nuanced and authentic performances. His passion for acting was sparked 

as a child in grade school when he watched his first children’s musical theatre and was captivated 

by the entire experience. From that moment on, he joined multiple drama clubs and theatre groups, 

even throughout high school and college. “Part of my interest in acting was that it is a world where 

you can express yourself and don’t have to deal with your insecurities or the things you don’t have 

answers for,” says Macapagal.

https://mycitylife.ca/people/lifestyle/talented-passionate-and-grateful/
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